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In late April 1954, the Minister for Machine Construction, Heinrich Rau,
ordsred VEB Stern-Radio, Berlin, to stop the production of Kelibri receivers.
Ao previously r@ported’, this firm had already produced agbeut 50,000 unito

of this type of receiver. Rau's order was motivated by the bad quality of
the receiver, vhich made it entirely unfit for its main purpose of making
reciptlion ef the RIAS tronomissions impossible., The erder wan issued after
the folloving incident had eccurreds Rau‘'s Deputy Minister for General
Moecaine Construction, Alfred Wunderlick, called a meeting of intorested
perzecnnel ia which he intended ¢o demomstrate the perfect guality of the
Kollbxri receiver and advocnte its moss production and sanle. This meeting

uos a%tended by representatives of the Trade Organization (HO), DHZ Eleke
trotechnik, DI4 Blekirotechnik, the cooperciives for Industrisl Products,

the technical haad of the Main Administraticn for Radio and Telecommunico-
tioas Technology (HV RFP), 4Albrecht (fau), ond Minister Rew. Wunderlich made
a saeeck in which he stoted that Eoot German industry had finally succeeded
in jutéing sut a cheap receiver with which «  the tramsmisasions ef the
"Democratic” broadeasting stations,but not those of the "hostile transmittor”
RIAS ,could be heard, He then pressed the key of a Kolibri receiver placed
bef;ro hi, whereupon the attending persons could distinctly hear the voice

" of she RIAS aspeaker for the Children's Hour: “Here is Uncle Tebilas of RIAS."

The Contral Committee of the SED,as well as the State Control Commission and the
Sygell of Mipisterg,bhve intemvered devardl %imes  in this metter. The manager
and the tuchnicol director of VEB Stern-Radio, Berlin, were reliecved of their
funvtiors. In a session of HY RFT in early July 1954, the head of tho Main
Administyntion, Adolf Hegemanm, stated that he had se far not succeeded in
ebtninirg the opproval of the Folitbuero - for the new manager of the firm.

In the neantime, the quality of the Kolibri receiver bae been improved. The
nevy model has a new ty-pe' of loudspeaker snd slides instead of keys for the
adjustmuny of frequencies. Whern it was proved that RIAS transmissions could not
be received on this new model ». production -of 100,000 units was ordered in order
thet the origiral planned quota for 1951+ of 150, OOO Kolibri receivers mi ght be
filled, Produrtiom of the nev modzl is scheduled to start op 19 uuly 195’+ at
the VEB Svern-Radlo plant.
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